Fulbright program takes UM graduate at Chile by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
8-15-2007 
Fulbright program takes UM graduate at Chile 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Fulbright program takes UM graduate at 
Chile" (2007). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 20554. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/20554 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of
Montana
UNIVERSITY RELATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 59812 * 406.243.2522 • FAX: 406.243.4520
Aug. 15, 2007
Contact: Heidi Manley, Fulbright Program Office o f  Academic Exchange Programs, 202-453- 
8534, academic@state.gov; Curan Bonham, curanbonham@hotmail.com.
FULBRIGHT PROGRAM TAKES UM GRADUATE TO CHILE
MISSOULA—
Curan Bonham earned a master’s degree in international resource management at The 
University of Montana in 2006 and now will continue his studies in Latin America through the 
Fulbright U.S. Student Program.
Bonham was awarded a 2007-08 Fulbright U .S. Student scholarship, which will allow 
him to pursue his goal to develop an international career as a biodiversity scientist.
He received a bachelor’s degree in natural resources at Cornell University in 2001 and 
began work on a UM master’s degree in 2002 while serving as a Peace Corps volunteer in 
Guatemala.
While in Central America, Bonham worked on projects to promote environmental 
conservation of unique ecosystems and produce alternative income generation through 
ecotourism.
After his time in the Peace Corps, he continued work in Guatemala as a project 
technical director. That work led to the formal declaration and conservation of the country’s 




But Bonham says it was his experience as a student researcher in the Dominican 
Republic in 2000 that started his path toward a career in biodiversity.
That summer, he participated in his first biodiversity inventory through a Cornell 
University summer undergraduate program and experienced cross-cultural collaboration with 
Dominican biologists and fellow students.
He plans to travel to Chile through the Fulbright Program, continuing the work he 
began as a student researcher to “develop working relationships with colleagues in Latin 
America while helping to conserve the natural gems of the world.”
Established in 1946, the Fulbright Program operates in more than 150 countries and has 
provided awards for nearly 300,000 people worldwide. It is sponsored by the U.S. Department 
of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs.
Recipients of Fulbright awards are selected on the basis of academic or professional 
achievement, as well as demonstrated leadership potential in their fields.
Bonham is one of more than 1,300 U.S. citizens who will travel abroad during 2007-08 
for the Fulbright U.S. Student Program.
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